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This report presents a University of Illinois-Urhana 
Champaign questionnaire form designed to approach a random sample of 
upper classmen who dropped out but were in good academic standing^ 
The questionnaire was expanded to sample three other groups of 
students: upperclassmen dropouts who were on academic probation at 
the end of their last semester, prospective freshmen applicants who 
were committed to the extent of having paid $85 in nonrefundable 
fees, and prospective freshmen approved for admission but who did not 
pay fees. Questionnaire results indicated financial reasons given by 
dropouts for their absence from the campus. (MJM) 
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This Fall institutions of higher education have experienced unprecedented 
decreases in attendance. We are seeking some insight into why this phenomenon 
has occurred. As one who had previously indicated an intention to enroll at 
Urbana-Champaign, would you please give us your reasons for not doing so by 
completing and returning the attached questionnaire. It is very easy to com- 
plete, most questions requiring you only to circle one number- to answer them. 
After you fill it out, refold the questionnaire and staple or tape it so that 
the Survey Research Laboratory address shows. Postage is prepaid. We would 
like to receive your response by October 15, if possible, so that it can be 
included in our analysis. 

Please be assured that your reply will be treated in strict confidence 
(the questionnaire number on the form is only for sample control); results 
will be issued only as aggregate tabulations. Your assistance in this study 
will be invaluable in improving the planning for higher education. If you 
would like to receive a copy of the results of this survey, we'll pay the 
postage if you will enclose a self-addressed envelope. 

Thank you. 

Charles E. Warwick, Director 
Office of Admissions and Records 
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la. Aie you now enrolled in another school? Yes 1 eU 

No (Skip to . . 2 

b. Name of the school 

c. Is this a (Circle one niunber) Junior college 1 9(9 

Public 4-yr. college or univ. . 2 
Private 4-yr. college or univ. . 5 
Other (Specify) 4 

d. What were your reasons for going elsewhere? 

- i 0 1 i i I 99 

i2ii3|99 

fSkip to Question 7.) 

2. To what degree, if any, did each of the following possible factors affect your 
decision not to enroll at Urbana-Champaign this semester? (Circle one number 
in each row,) 

Greatly Moderately Slightly Not at all 

a. The unavailability of financial aid 
(teacher ed. or county sckolarshipSy III, 

State Scholarship Commission grants j etc) > I 2 3 4 n,\^ 

b. My parents are unable to contribute 

toward the cost of my education this year. .1 2 3 4 15I9 

c. My personal financial situation changed for 

the worse (shortage of swmer jobs, etcJ^ .1 2 3 4 

d. (If male) It seems likely that lUl be 

drafted this year 1 2 3 4 17I9 

e. The employment prospects for the field 

I had chosen are currently poor 1 2 3 4 leh 

f . I just wanted to do something other than 

go to college 1 2 3 4 i9|9 

(Those who attended previously answer g & h. 
All others skip to Q.3) 

g. I was displeased with my own academic 

performance 1 2 3 4 20I9 

h. I was disappointed with my experience at 

Urbana-Champaign 1 2 3 4 21I9 

(1) (If you were disappointed) 
What didn't you like? 

. 22>23|99 

2«»>25|99 



(Continue to Q.3.) 



2- 



3a. Are there any other factors that played a role in your decision not to enroll 
at Urbana-Champaign for the Fall 1971 semester? 

Yes 1 26 I 9 

No (Skip to Q,4), . . 2 

b. What were they? I 

' 27i28| 



27 f 28 I 99 
29 f 30 I 99 



4. What was your single niost important reason for not attending school this Fall? 



3 i f 32 I 99 



5a. Do you plan to reapply for admission to college in the Spring semester or at 
some future date? 

Yes 1 

No (Skip to Q.6) 2 

Undecided (Skip to $*6), . 8 

b. Will you be reapplying at Urbana-Champaign or enrolling elsewhere? 

Urbana-Champaign 1 

Elsewhere 2 

Undecided 8 

c. When you return to college, do you plan to change your major field? 

Yes 1 

No 2 

Undecided 8 

b. Please indicate briefly what you will be doing during the next few months. 



Freshman 1 

Sophomore 2 

Junior 3 

Senior 4 



c. What was your intended major at Urbana-Champaign? 

Humanities ^ 
Communications. . . 01 

Arts § Architecture 02 

Biological Sciences 03 

Agriculture ^ 
Sciences 04 

Health Professions. 05 

Mathematical 
Sciences 06 



THANK YOU. 



Physical Sciences. . 


. 07 


Engineering 


. 08 


Social Sciences. . . 


. 09 


Applied Social Scienc 


es 


and Professions. . . 


. 10 


General Curriculum . 


. 11 


Other 




(Specify) 


12 



33 19 



3«» I 9 



36 , 37 | 9«> 



7. Please give us the following classifying infonnation: 

a. Sex i 

Female 2 

b. What class would you be in had you currently enrolled? 



38] 9 



itOf It 1 I 99 



«t2|9 

V3-79 I 
80 I 1 



Please fold your questionnaire with the Survey Research Laboratory address showing, 
staple or tape, and put in the mail as soon as possible. Thank you for your cooperation. 



Id. Vfnat were your reasons for going elsewhere? 



00. Not applicable (Col. 8, is 2) 

01 . Financial (Cheaper) 

02. Married and moved 

03. Personal reasons 

04. Better atiaosphere 

05. Smaller 

06. Better curriculum (or no similar curriculum at U of I) 

07. Closer to home (can live at home) 

08. First Choice 

09. Scholarship-Financial 6id there (or none at Ul) 

10. Changed majOr, wasn't accepted in field-was at other place 

11. Easier school 

12. Fewer curriculum requirements (e.g. Language requirements) 

13. Didntt like U.I. housing 

14. Better school — good reputation 

15. lyioved 

16. Parents/Brother/Sister went there 

17. U.I accepted^ too late (other problems wi'th entrance) 

18. Not satisfie'd with U . I • teachers/counseling/ system, etc. 
18. Dropped from University- poor grades at U.l/ on probation 
20. To continue iVledicai curriculum 



66. Other 

77. No second mention 

88. Don'v; know 

99. No answer 



2h (i) (If you were disappointed) What didn't you like? 



01. Was bored with courses/ school 

02* Didn't like dorm living, living conditions 

03. University systen^* - no financial aid, impersonal, 
not ciccepted in major etc., v;ouldn't let continue 

04. Didn't like quality of instructors (Teaching Assistants) 

05. Didn't like competition/grades (Pressure) 
06 Too expensive to live 

07. Irrelevant (to social problems/real world) 

08. Classes too large 
09* Social environm^inc 

10 . Poor intellectual environment 

11. Too many requirements outside field of interest. 

12. Didn't like major 

13. Not enough electives 

14. Poor CO nselling 



66. 



Othe r ( Pe r s o na 1 ) 



77. No second mention 
88. Den' t know 
99. No answer 



FRir 



3b. were the factors that olavecl a role in your decision 

not to enroll at Urbana-Ch^rnpaign for the Fall 1971 semester? 

01* No goal or purpose 'in continuing 

02. Wanted practical/realistic experiences 

03. V7anted to travel 

04. Problem of transferring credits/admission problems 

05. Personal (Health) 

06. Offered a job 

07. Married 

08. College doesn't seem to help get a job (in my field) 

09. Moved 

10. Wanted to go to another school 

11. Couldn't transfer major 

12. Only a few hours -left to get degree/wasn't worth a 
semester. 

13. Too many requirements 

14. Higher cost at U-.I and in Champaign-Urbana 
' -15. Didn't like dorm/housing requirements 

16. Dissatisfied with educational system 

17. Poor grades — dropped from University 
66. Other 

77. No second mention 

88. Don't know • , . 

99. No answer 



Vfhst was your single most iuioortcint reason for not attending 
school this Fall? 

01* Financial 

02 • Married 

03. Wanted to do something other than go to college 

04. Ijost scholarship/financial aid 

05. Personal (Health/ etc. ) 

06. Academic problems 
07 • Draft 

08* Not accepted into curriculum 

09 • Problems v;ith credit transfer, scheduling, major 

10. Got a job 

11. Other school- applied too late, not accepted to other 
school . 

12. Not sure of goals or v;hat I want to do 

13. Employment prospects poor 

14. Dissatisfied with educational system 

15. Dropped from University 

16. Few courses left-v;ill take by correspondence 
66. Other 



Please' indicate briefly v;hat you v;ill be doing duriiig 
the next fev; months* 

01. Working 

02. Houscv;ife 

03. V7orking and school part--tiir.e 

04. "Nothing'' 

05. Traveling 

06. In Army 

07. Recovering from accident/illness 

08. Housewife and school part-- time 

09. Looking for a job 



99. 



No answer 



campus report i» 
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Dropout Survey Shows 
Financial Reasons Kept 
Students From Enrolling 

Enrollment of undcrgradimtcs at U^bana- 
Champaign dropped this fall to 23,105 from 
24,r)r)0 a year ago. The final figiiro are wJI 
helow the 21,100 new* freshmen and re- 
turning undergraduates that had been ex- 
IKCted for the fall of 1971. 

Why? To get at the answer, the Office of 
the Cliancellor sent questionnaires to more 
than 2000 who had indicated their intention 
to enroll but did not. Thv<c include: 

— Prospective frcshmi'n who had paid 
about $85 in non-re fundrible fees (IGl re- 
plies, 2G1 no replies). 

— Prospective freshmen approved for ad- 
mission who did not pay (263 replies, 30G 
no replies). 

— Upperclassnien who dropped out with 
good academic standing (453 replies, 226 
no replies). 

— Upperclassmen dropoutu who were on 
academic probation (127 replies, 282 no 
replies). 

The main thing we discovered is that 
those who are not here are enrolled in other 
schools or arc working, and most gave finan- 
cial reasons for their decision. 

Of the freshmen who Iiad paid and did 
not come to Url)ana-Champaign, 92 percent 
were found now enrolled elsewhere, and of 
those who had not paid, 95 percent. 

Of the 92 percent who had paid fees here 
but went elsewhere, 43 percent ga\'e as their 
fint or second reason, "It was chcajKr,** or 
"I got a scholanhip." Another 10 percent 
said they chose a school closer to home — 
which might also be a financial reason if 
the student is living at home. Twenty-nine 
percent said :!icy changed their minds to go 
to a smaller school. 

Of the 95 percent of admissible freshmen 
who did not pay fees here and went else- 
where, nearly half mentioned financial rea- 
sons and more than half said they chose a 
smaller school. 

Some who had been accepted* as freshmen 
but didn*t come said they applied to Illinois 
as a second choice and had beW accepted 
at their fint choice school. 



Upperclassmen in good standing who 
transferred to other schools instead of re- 
turning to this campus had various reasons, 
but only G percent gave dissatisfaction with 
the University as a reason. 

.Sixty percent are enrolled hi public four 
year colleges and universities, many of them 
at the Chicago Circh or Mcdiwl Center 
campuses. 

For those students who dropped out and 
who arc not enrolled elsewhere, the chief 
factor was a change hi the personal finan- 
cial .situation — such as lack of summer jobs 
and decrease in personal savings. To a lesser 
extent the parent's inability to contribute 
and the inavailability of scholarships and 
financial aid entered into the picture, but 
only 25 percent gave um as a reason. 

Of the 40 percent not now enrolled in 
any college or univcnity, nearly half said 
they just wanted to do .something other than 
go to school, but well over half expect to 
reapply for admission to the Univcnity of 
IlHnois later and do not plan to change 
their major field of study. 

Significantly, none indicated that poor 
employment prospects in their chosen field 
was the single most important reason for 
not coming back to school. Only 13 percent 
of the males who could have come back hi 
good standing and who are not now enrolled 
in any school said they stayed out l)ecaiise 
they expect to be drafted. 

Of the non-returning students who were 
on academic probation, 47 }>ercau are en- 
rolled elsewhere, most ol them in junior 
colleges. The majority who arc not now 
attending any school said they plan to re- 
apply for admisfjon at Urbana-Clianipaign 
in the future. 

Some of the dropouts on probation who 
are not enrolled in any school said they 
were disappointed with their experience in 
the University, and 47 percent gave poor 
grades as their reason for dropping out. 
They said they were generally dissatisfied, 
l)ored, or didn't like teachmg assistants. 
Some said they were not sure of their goals, 
and the majority are working or looking 
for a job. Twenty percent said the draft 
aflected their decision not to re-enroll. 



Procedures and Guidelines 

Established by President 

For Norireappointinent Review 

Procedures and guidelines have been es- 
tablished for review nud dispositir^n of re- 
quests for hearings received from certain 
members of the academic staff to whom 
notices of nonreappointmeut were issued 
prior to Septciiil)er 1, 1971. 

President John II. Corbally Jr. was au- 
tliori/ed by the Hoard of Triistei's October 
20 to dcx'clop and establish procedures and 
giiideHiies 'S'n order to provide a formally 
sanctioned basis for dealing with these 
acquests." 

This action came after a U.S. C^urt of 
Appeals decision which suggested that in 
a tenuinal notice situation, "affording the 
professor a glimpse at the reasons and a 
iiiuiunal opportunity to test tlieiii is an 
appropriate protection." 

As a result, persons receivuig terminal 
notice^ were advised that they might re- 
quest a review of notices of tiotircappoiiit- 
nient. C-ert;tin members of the academic 
staff exercised that option. 

The procedures established are: 

( 1 ) The President delegates to the Chan- 
cellor of the appropriate campus the desig- 
nation of an individual or '!:H»ividu.ils to 
review circumstances and procedures which 
resulted in the notice of nonrcappohitmciit. 

For the Urbana-Cliampaigti cinipus. 
Chancellor J. W. Peltason has appointed 
each of the aeademic deaus and Vice Chan- 
cellor for Academic Affairs Morton \V. 
Weir as the reviewers. 

(2) The designated reviewer .shall obtahi 
from the appropriate University officer 
through the appropriate academic vice 
,Ii.^ncellor a written report of the evalua- 
tive processes employed in each case and 
the reasons tor the recoinniciidation for 
nonreap[K)intiiieiit. The report sliall ideu' 
tify the extent of involvement of the reeipi* 
ent in the process. 

For this campus, the Chancellor has des- 
ignated department heads as the '*«.ppro- 
priate University officen** for those v.ithin 
their own departments who have received 
notices of nonreapf>ointment. Report * from 
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UR3AKA, 311.— Lack of money was the main reason givnn by 
"drop-outs" from the University of Illinois at Urbar.a-ChanpaiGn 
for their absence from -the canpus ' thi r. fall. 

An unprecedented number of undergraduate st-ideats in good 
academic standing when they loft the ca-npus in the spring wore 
missing v;hen classes resunied in September. There also was an 
unusually large nu;nber of prospective freshT.en. ir.any of whc:n 
had paid about $85 in non-refundable fc;es^ who were approved 
for admission but did not enroll at Urbi.na -Champaign. 

To find out why, the Office of the Chancellor sent 
questionnaires to more than 2^000 "absentees." 

"The main thing we discovered is that those who arc not 
- here are enrolled in other schools or are working, and most gave 
financial reasons for their decision," said Anthony :^ Giasiano, 
assistant vice chancellor for academic affairs, who analysed 
the results - of the survey. 

"What has changed most is not whether the st'joent will attend, 
but where and when he attends," Graciano said. "Financial 
constraints are limiting the choices for students seeking the 

« 

most from cur statewide system of higher education- -li'r.iting their 
choices of institutions and, in fact, their ability to stay in 
the system without dropping out for a sesr.ester or two." 

Sixty per cent of the students w!-o left the campus in good 
standing a.:;id did not return this fall said they transferred to 
O other colleges and universities, ikny of -hem going to the Cnicago 

Circle and Medical Center campuses of the U, of I. 



DR0;^0ljj:3 2 

Of the rcnaininj ^^0 per ce.it^ inore than half Sciid they 
expected to return to Urb:):i'i-CbcM..;'ai{:r. later and continue their 
same major field of study. Only one of every eight men in this 
group said '.le stayed av-ay because he exrected to be drafted • 

"Significantly;, none indicated ti-at poor tr]:)^.ployment 
prospects in his or her chosen field v/as the sin^^le r.ost important 
reason for not coming bac^: to school,*' Graziano said. 

"For those students \/ho dropped out and who arc not enrolled 
elsev;here^ the chief factor v;as a change in the personal financial 
situation, such as a lack of sunirr.cr jobs and a decrease in personal 
savings. To a lesser extent^, the parents' inability to contribute 
and the unavaiio.bility of scholarships and financial aid entered 
into the 'picture , " 

Nearly half of the students v:ho v;ere on acade.'r.ic probation 
for poor grades last sprin;;; and dj.d not return said they enrolled 
elsev/here^ most of them in junior colleges. Most of those noo 
now going to school said they hoped to re-enroll at Urbanu-Chanipalgn 
in the future. One of every five nen not enrolled in any school 
said the draft affected his decisiono 

Of the f reshjnen v;ho v:ere accepted but did not enroll^ nearly 
all are going to other schools < many because "It was cheaper^" 
"I got a scholarship" or ''it v/as closer to home.'' 

Undergraduate enrollment at Urbana-Champaign this fall totaled 
23^105 students 3 985 fev/er than expected. 

-fm- 

16/ps 



